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63 /100

Three Checks — One Week

Naval blockade without Article |. Pope attacked with
domestic political vocabulary. State arrest warrant for
federal agent. Yuan toll institutionalized. UK/France
ELEVATED CONCERN - ADVANCING - FIVE STAGES organize 51 countries for Hormuz — without the US.

MOYING ) Sources: Congressional roll calls, UN records, Truth Social,
Previous: 59/100 - Delta: +4 - Stage 9: +10 (% Largest in Araghchi X posts, Kpler tanker data, NBC live blog, UK Gov joint
instrument history) statement

THE BLOCKADE - ARTICLE | WAR-MAKING POWER

On April 13, the U.S. Navy began a naval blockade of Iranian ports. The war is now in its forty-eighth
day. No congressional declaration has been made. No authorization for use of military force specific to
this conflict has been passed. On April 15, the U.S. Senate rejected a war powers resolution 52 to 47. On
April 16, the U.S. House rejected its version 213 to 214 — one vote.

During floor debate, Representative Brian Mast said of his colleagues: “My Democrat colleagues really
want America to lose.” He singled out the Minority Leader by name. The resolution failed by one vote.
The blockade continues.

THE POPE - INDEPENDENT MORAL AUTHORITY

Pope Leo XIV, the first American Pope, has publicly criticized the Iran war and called for ceasefire. The
President posted to Truth Social that the pontiff is “WEAK on Crime, and terrible for Foreign Policy.”
The phrase “weak on crime” is domestic-political vocabulary normally reserved for opposing mayors
and prosecutors. The President followed with Al-generated images of himself as Jesus Christ. The
Speaker of the House publicly backed the President against the pontiff. The founders assumed the
pulpit would remain independent of the magistrate.

THE WARRANT - FEDERALISM AND THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE

On April 16, Hennepin County Attorney Mary Moriarty announced nationwide felony arrest warrants
for ICE Agent Gregory Donnell Morgan Jr. on two counts of second-degree assault. Morgan is alleged to
have pointed a government-issued firearm at two civilians on a Minneapolis highway during Operation
Metro Surge. Her office has seventeen additional investigations in progress. Minnesota AG Keith
Ellison is suing the federal executive for access to evidence in three officer-involved shootings. The
Supremacy Clause will be tested in federal court.

THE YUAN AT THE CHOKEPOINT - STAGE 9 % +10

Five convergent signals this week moved Stage 9 from 12 to 22 — the largest single-stage delta in the
instrument’s recorded history. Stage 9 remains inside the Baseline band (0—25) per the Reader’s Guide.
The constitutional self-repair capacity is intact. What changed is the external scaffolding that supported
the republic’s projection.
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1. Russia State Duma: first-reading bill authorizing armed forces to protect Russian citizens abroad —
Baltic analysts read it as Article 5 pretext architecture.

2. UN Security Council: Russia and China vetoed the Bahrain-sponsored Hormuz navigation resolution
11-2-2 on April 7.

3. Iran’s IRGC institutionalized a toll system in the Strait of Hormuz denominated in Chinese yuan and
stablecoins. Iran’s parliament codified it into statute. CIPS transaction volumes rose approximately 30%
during the war window.

4. Spain, Italy, France, and Switzerland restricted U.S. base and airspace access during active operations.

5. UK and France convened 51 countries in Paris on April 17 to organize Hormuz maritime security —
without the United States. President Trump rejected NATO’s offer of help at the same Turning Point rally:
“I would have liked your help two months ago, but now I don’t want your help anymore.”

Philip of Macedon did not conquer a healthy Athens at Chaeronea in 338 BC. He walked through the
door that 170 years of internal fracture had opened. The external actor is never the cause. The external
actor is the consequence of the internal failure that preceded it.

NINE-STAGE CVA UPDATE — ISSUE 002 — ISSUE 003

Five stages advancing. Stage 9 records the largest single-stage delta in the instrument’s history. Stage 9
remains in the Baseline band (0—25).

Foundlng Conditions No structural change. Three constitutional checks tested —
28 28 ° 0 Article I, pulpit independence, Supremacy Clause.
Mechanisms intact; function tested.
Transmission Failure 62 62 N 0 No new survey data. Floor debate substituted loyalty
accusation for constitutional argument on Article 1.
Friction Removal 5 6 A +2 FISA §702 extended 10 days without reform. Naval
7 9 blockade imposed without Article | authorization — day 48.
Vocabulary Capture “WEAK on Crime” applied to Pope Leo XIV. “America to
76 8o A +4 lose” on House floor. Two contradictory Truth Social posts
on Strait within minutes.
Demagogue Al-generated imagery of President as Jesus. Speaker and
Replacement 72 74 A +2 VP back President against Pope. Rally displaces

institutional communication.

Catastrophic Naval blockade without Article I. War at day 48. Four

Overreach 60 65 A | +5 | NATO base refusals. War Powers fails 213-214.
Weaponized Nationwide arrest warrant for ICE agent (Moriarty).
Institutions 79 81 A +2 17-case pipeline. MN AG sues federal executive.
Swalwell/Gonzales dual-party institutional collapse.
Stasis House War Powers 213-214. “America to lose” during
85 87 A +2  Article | debate. State warrant for federal officer. Dual
legitimacy deepens.
Terminal Phase Russia Article 5 statute. UN veto on Hormuz. Yuan toll
12 29 A +10 codified. NATO fracture. UK/France organize 51-country
force without US. LARGEST DELTA IN INSTRUMENT
HISTORY.

CAAI — CIVIC ALARM AUTHENTICITY INDEX UPDATE

TERM

CAAI NOTE
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“WEAK on Crime” (applied Domestic-political slur vocabulary migrated to foreign religious leader during active war.
to Pope Leo XIV) 89 — NEW | Instrument scores the migration. Speaker and VP publicly backed the President against
the Pope.
“America to Lose” Floor debate vocabulary. Substitutes loyalty question for constitutional argument on
91 — NEW  Atrticle | war powers. Thucydidean register: reckless audacity became courage (Corcyra,
427 BC).
“Paper Tiger” (NATO) President publicly delegitimized the treaty alliance he formally commands — twice in

84 — NEW  one week. Crowd booed NATO. UK/France organized 51-country Hormuz force without
the US the same day.

“Military Excursion” Applied to a 48-day naval war with coalition fracture, blockade, and failed War Powers
78 — NEW ; . b R - ; ,
resolution. Direct constitutional consequence: if it's an excursion, Article | doesn’t apply.

“Due Process” Swalwell invoked it; party that defended him pivoted to expulsion in hours. Gonzales
(congressional members) 77 — NEW | admitted conduct; party processed retirement. Both parties demonstrated the principle
appears and recedes based on factional benefit.

“Revolution” 8 (stable) No new instance this week. Carried from Issue 002. “The revolution starts in
7 Minneapolis” Capitol steps remains the anchor.

HISTORICAL PARALLEL — ATHENS 411 BC TO THE YUAN TOLL

“The Spartan fleet sailed to Chios and the islands, and Athens found that the allies on whom she
had relied for two generations were no longer prepared to pay the tribute in the coin she
demanded.”

— Thucydides, Book VIII, on the aftermath of the Sicilian disaster (411 BC)

Athens did not lose its empire at Chaeronea in 338 BC. Athens lost its empire in 411 BC, when the allies
who had sent silver to the Delian League for sixty years began sending it to Sparta instead. Philip walked
through a door that had been open for seventy-three years by the time he reached it.

This week the instrument registers the analogous signal. Iran’s IRGC has institutionalized a toll regime in
the Strait of Hormuz denominated in Chinese yuan. Iran’s parliament codified it into statute. China’s
Cross-Border Interbank Payment System saw daily average transaction volumes rise approximately 30
percent. India is settling Russian oil purchases through a four-currency loop routing rupees through yuan
and dirhams. On April 17, 51 countries organized Hormuz maritime security in Paris — without the United
States.

The instrument scores what the tanker data shows, not what was announced. The coin the
allies are prepared to pay in is no longer the dollar. That is more powerful than keeping the
strait closed.

Cob Assessment — Issue 003
The blockade at sea. The yuan at the chokepoint.

Two simultaneous facts. Both inside the Strait of Hormuz. Both this month. The President’s Navy is
blockading Iranian ports on the authority of no congressional declaration. Iran’s IRGC is charging tolls
for passage in a currency that is not the dollar, by statute, with the U.N. Security Council veto
architecture backing the arrangement. One waterway. Two assertions of sovereign authority. Both
operational.

The founders built three constraints on unilateral executive war-making. Article I reserved declaration
to Congress. The Senate reserved advice and consent on treaties and alliances. The federal system
reserved to the states the residual police powers the federal government was not given. All three were
tested in a single week.

The House War Powers Resolution failed 213 to 214. One vote. The debate on the floor was not about
the blockade. The debate was about whether the opposition’s motive for invoking Article I was to help
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America lose. That sentence was spoken by a member of Congress about other members of Congress.
The resolution failed by one vote. The blockade continues.

Pope Leo XIV has criticized the war and called for ceasefire. The President responded calling the pontiff
“WEAK on Crime” and “terrible for Foreign Policy.” He followed with Al-generated images of himself as
Jesus Christ. The Speaker of the House and the Vice President publicly backed the President. The
founders assumed the pulpit would remain independent of the magistrate. The instrument records what
happens when that assumption is tested.

Hennepin County Attorney Mary Moriarty issued a nationwide arrest warrant for a federal immigration
agent who allegedly pointed a government-issued firearm at two civilians on a Minneapolis highway.
Her office has seventeen investigations in progress. The Minnesota Attorney General is separately suing
the federal executive for access to evidence in three shootings. The Supremacy Clause will be tested in
federal court. The answer matters less than the fact of the test.

On the external axis: Russia legislated the room to move on NATO’s eastern flank. Russia and China
vetoed Hormuz navigation security at the UN. Iran’s yuan toll is statutory. Four NATO members
restricted U.S. base access during active operations. The UK and France organized 51 countries for
Hormuz security without the United States. The President called NATO “absolutely useless” and
rejected their offer of help at a Turning Point rally the same afternoon.

The Stage 9 score advances from 12 to 22. It is the largest single-stage delta in the instrument’s record.
It still leaves Stage 9 inside the Baseline band. The structural repair capacity is intact. The external
scaffolding that supported the republic’s projection is not. These are two different things. Both are true
simultaneously.

The instrument is not partisan. Both parties are scored against the same constitutional framework. If
the findings make both sides uncomfortable, the instrument is working correctly. The founders’ design
is the standard — not any party’s current preference.

The founders left the repair instructions in the document. They are still in the document.

Tell. Tell. Follow the law. Tell.
Joseph Bruns | Founder, BituCore Inc. | Dallas, Texas | April 20, 2026
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