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These United States of America — The Grand Experiment.

“It was the same city, but it was no longer recognizable.”
— Thucydides, on Corcyra, 427 BC

CVA COMPOSITE — ISSUE 004

67
+4 from Issue 003  —  Composite range: 0 (healthy) to 100 (terminal)

Proximity measurement, not prediction. The instrument measures distance from the constitutional 
baseline.

HOW WE GOT HERE
The 60-Year Journey to a Composite of 67

The composite is 67. It did not arrive there this week. It has been traveling toward it for 
sixty  years,  with roots that  extend further still.  The honest  account of  where this 
republic  stands  in  May  2026  requires  understanding  how  it  got  here:  not  as  an 
accusation of any single administration, but as  a  terrain map for the citizens whose 
republic this is.

In 1916, the British and French drew the borders of the modern Middle East at Sykes-
Picot. These lines ignored tribal, ethnic, religious, and historical realities in favor of 
colonial administrative convenience. Iraq was created as a state containing Sunni, Shia, 
and Kurdish populations that had no organic political unity. The Kurds were promised 
their own state at Sèvres in 1920 and betrayed at Lausanne in 1923. That betrayal runs 
as an unresolved thread through every subsequent regional conflict, including the war 
currently active at its 60-day War Powers deadline.

In 1953, the CIA removed Mohammad Mosaddegh, the democratically elected Prime 
Minister of Iran, and reinstalled the Shah. The operation was called Ajax. Its motivation 
was British Petroleum’s concession and Cold War positioning. Its consequence was 
seventy years of Iranian anti-Americanism, the Islamic Revolution of 1979, the hostage 
crisis, and the permanent rupture that the current Iran war is the latest expression of. 
The country whose democracy America removed in 1953 is the country American forces 
are fighting today.

In  1979, the  CIA  began  Operation  Cyclone:  funding,  arming,  and  training  the 
Mujahideen in Afghanistan, including a network of Arab fighters organized by a Saudi 
named Osama bin Laden. The Soviets left in 1989. The CIA left with them. The network 
it  built,  funded, and then abandoned became the organizational skeleton of global 
jihadist  terrorism.  September  11,  2001, was  the  harvest  of  that  abandoned 
infrastructure.

Against this backdrop, 1963 to 1965 represents the republic’s peak, not as nostalgia but 
as measurement. The SAT composite peaked in 1963. Institutional trust stood at 75 
percent. The Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act represented genuine constitutional 
progress. The political class still contained figures capable of genuine statesmanship. 
The republic was at its closest distance from its own founding ideals.



Then the long decline began. The Kennedy assassination of November 22, 1963, is the 
event whose full account has been deliberately withheld for sixty years. The Warren 
Commission  included  Allen  Dulles,  the  CIA  director  Kennedy  had  fired.  The  CIA 
withheld documents from the investigation. Key witnesses did not survive to testify. The 
full documentary record remains classified or heavily redacted. The grand jury standard 
requires stating plainly: the full story has not been told. The sustained withholding 
across multiple administrations is itself a Stage 7 data point: institutions protecting 
something they do not want the public to know.

Vietnam produced the credibility collapse of the late 1960s. Watergate deepened it. The 
Church  Committee  investigations  revealed  CIA  assassination  programs,  domestic 
surveillance operations, and systematic institutional deception. The citizens who had 
trusted their institutions at 75 percent began the long walk to 20 percent, where the 
number stands today.

The  educational  infrastructure  degraded  simultaneously.  The  Elementary  and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 federalized a function that had been local since the 
republic’s founding. The Coleman Report of 1966, the largest social science study in 
American history, found that school resources mattered less than social capital, family 
background, and peer environment. Its microdata has been withheld from independent 
researchers for sixty years. The technical capability to anonymize and release it has 
existed for decades. The decision to withhold is political, not technical. Someone in 1966 
understood that the full data challenged the policy direction already in motion. The 
policy continued. The outcomes did not improve. The SAT has not recovered. NAEP 
reading scores for 17-year-olds have been flat for fifty years. The United States ranks 
26th in mathematics among OECD nations.

The mandatory busing programs of the early 1970s pursued a morally correct goal, 
equal  educational  opportunity,  through  a  mechanism  that  the  evidence  does  not 
support. The United States in 1964 was not South Africa under apartheid. The Black 
community had institutional capacity, including schools, churches, and professional 
networks, that a properly funded voluntary integration program could have built upon. 
Mandatory busing dismantled those institutions, accelerated white flight, re-segregated 
urban districts  by class,  and produced declining outcomes for  the children it  was 
designed to serve. The mechanism was wrong. The goal was right. The distinction has 
been politically impossible to make for fifty years because making it is immediately 
mischaracterized.  The  consequence  of  that  political  impossibility  is  that  the 
mechanism's failure has never been honestly corrected.

The 9/11 attacks produced the Authorization for Use of Military Force, passed with 
minimal deliberation, that effectively surrendered Congress’s war-making authority to 
the executive as a practical matter. Iraq followed. The intelligence was shaped. The 
postwar planning was nonexistent. Bremer’s Order Number 2 disbanded the Iraqi army, 
putting 400,000 trained soldiers with weapons and grievances into the street. They 
became the officer corps of ISIS. Iran filled the Iraqi power vacuum. The Arab Spring 
destabilized what remained of the regional architecture. The refugee crisis fractured 
European politics. The credibility of the Western liberal order eroded further.

The 2008 financial crisis spent down the remaining institutional credibility. No senior 
banker  was  prosecuted.  The  NSA  surveillance  revelations  confirmed  that  the 
institutions were operating outside their constitutional mandates and lying about it. The 
political class that managed all of this, both parties, lost credibility with large portions 
of their electorates.

Donald Trump is not the cause of the composite being 67. He is the most visible current 
expression of a process that has been running for sixty years. His political career was 
built on the proposition that the institutional establishment had failed and deceived the 



American people. He was not wrong about the failure and deception, even when his 
proposed remedies  are  constitutionally  alarming.  Every  major  policy  vector  in  his 
program points in the same direction: back before 1965. Before the Voting Rights Act. 
Before the Immigration and Nationality Act. Before the administrative state. Before the 
Warren  Court.  Before  the  Great  Society.  He  is  not  inventing  a  new order.  He  is 
attempting to restore a prior one.

The honest Zero Principle assessment of that restoration project: some of what he is 
trying to restore was genuinely better: the deliberative Senate, the smaller federal 
administrative footprint, the restrained constitutional philosophy. Some of what was 
discarded  was  catastrophic:  legal  apartheid,  systematic  disenfranchisement, 
immigration law designed to preserve demographic dominance. The architecture and 
its outcomes were connected. Selective restoration of the architecture without the 
outcomes is constitutionally and historically unstable.

The FBI  executed a  search warrant  at  Mar-a-Lago.  Agents  went  through Melania 
Trump’s  personal  belongings.  A  former  president  was  photographed in  a  booking 
process. Ninety-one charges were filed by prosecutors from the opposing party, some of 
which were apparently motivated. A man who had built his political career on the 
proposition that institutions weaponize their power against their enemies was then 
subjected  to  what  his  supporters  experienced  as  exactly  that  weaponization.  His 
subsequent behavior, the DOJ retaliation, the Comey seashell indictment, and the FCC 
threats against critics are not excused by this sequence. It is explained by it. The Zero 
Principle requires that the explanation be part of the honest record.

This is the terrain. The composite of 67 is a measure of 60 years of accumulated distance 
from the constitutional baseline. This week’s events, documented in the sections that 
follow, are the current readings on that journey. The republic is not collapsing. The 
founders’ design still bears the load. But the load is the heaviest it has been since the 
instrument began scoring.

I.  THE PRESIDENT
   Constitutional Authority and Its Limits

The Iran war entered its 60-day window under the War Powers Resolution this week. 
The resolution requires the president to obtain congressional authorization within 60 
days of committing forces to hostilities or withdrawing them. Trump notified Congress 
of the  strikes on Iran on the day they began. The 60-day clock has run. The Senate 
produced six votes for a War Powers resolution. Six out of fifty. The war continues.

Trump appeared before the cameras at Mar-a-Lago on May Day as 600 protest nodes 
activated  simultaneously  across  the  country.  His  tone  was  calm.  He  called  the 
protesters confused and predicted they would come around. He did not address the War 
Powers deadline directly. The administration’s position is that the Iran operation falls 
under  the  president’s  inherent  constitutional  authority  as  commander-in-chief;  the 
same argument  used for  Venezuela,  the  same argument  that  has  been expanding 
executive war-making authority since 2001.

Late on May 1, Trump answered the War Powers deadline with a letter. He sent nearly 
identical texts to House Speaker Mike Johnson and Senate President Pro Tempore 
Chuck Grassley. The operative sentence: “The hostilities that began on February 28, 
2026,  have  terminated.”  No  congressional  authorization  sought.  No  withdrawal 
ordered. A declaration that the clock had already stopped — because the ceasefire 



stopped it. The letter simultaneously preserved everything: “Despite the success of 
United States operations against the Iranian regime and continued efforts to secure a 
lasting peace, the threat posed by Iran to the United States and our Armed Forces 
remains significant.” Hostilities terminated. Threat remains significant. The military 
posture remains unchanged. The blockade continues. The strikes are available at the 
push of a button, according to Hegseth’s own prior statement.

The constitutional implication is precise, and the instrument must state it plainly. By 
declaring hostilities terminated, the administration has reset the War Powers clock to 
zero. Any resumption of strikes — the option Hegseth described as available “at the 
push of a button” — is constitutionally a new engagement, not a continuation. A new 48-
hour notification to Congress would be required. A new 60-day window would begin. 
The original authorization question, which Congress avoided answering entirely, would 
be reactivated from the start. Senator Todd Young stated the implication directly: since 
the administration has declared the conflict ceased, if hostilities resume, he expects the 
White House to work with Congress to pass an authorization. Senator Tim Kaine stated 
there is no pause button in the Constitution or the War Powers Act. Senator Susan 
Collins, breaking with her party on this issue, rejected the ceasefire-pauses-the-clock 
argument. The letter resolves the immediate constitutional confrontation. It does not 
resolve the underlying question. It defers it to the moment Trump decides the ceasefire 
has failed.

CVA NOTE — THE LETTER’S CONSTITUTIONAL ARCHITECTURE: The Obama administration used 
the same “not hostilities” argument in Libya in 2011 to avoid the 60-day clock. The Clinton administration 
continued the Kosovo bombing past 60 days, arguing that congressional funding constituted authorization. 
The Bush administration treated the 2001 AUMF as a permanent blank check. Trump’s “terminated” letter is 
the newest entry in a fifty-year bipartisan erosion of the War Powers Resolution’s practical force. Each 
administration finds a legal theory. Congress declines to enforce its own statute. The clock resets. The 
precedent deepens. The instrument records the accumulation, not only the event.

The tariff ruling this week, Learning Resources v. Trump, 6-3, struck down the IEEPA 
tariff  regime  as  exceeding  statutory  authority.  It  was  the  Court’s  first  significant 
constraint  on  executive  economic  power  in  the  current  term.  The  administration 
immediately  signaled  it  would  comply  with  the  ruling  while  pursuing  alternative 
statutory authority. The constraint held. The executive branch accepted it. That is the 
constitutional system functioning at the margin, worth noting in a week when much else 
did not meet that standard.

“The executive branch has one speed right now. Forward. The question the  
Constitution asks is whether the other two branches have the will to set the  
pace.”  — CVA Assessment, May 1, 2026

Stage 5 — Demagogue Replacement: The president governing by executive action across war  
powers, trade, and immigration simultaneously is not unprecedented in American history. It  
is  the operating mode of  the current  administration.  The Senate’s  failure to  assert  its  
constitutional  war-making role  moves Stage 7  scoring,  not  Stage 5.  Stage 5  measures  
whether rhetoricians have displaced statesmen in the political class. The six Senate votes for 
the War Powers resolution suggest some statesmanship remains. Six out of fifty suggests  
how little.

II.  THE SENATE
   The Chamber That Was and the Chamber That Is

The  United  States  Senate  was  designed  to  be  something  the  House  was  not:  a 
deliberative body insulated from immediate popular passion. Senators selected by state 
legislatures owed their positions not to primary electorates but to institutional bodies 



with their own accountability structures and sovereign interests in the federal compact. 
The constitutional design produced a cooling mechanism. The 17th Amendment, ratified 
in 1913, removed it.

Against the original design standard, measure what the current Senate has done this 
week and in recent weeks:

War Powers: The Surrender

Six  senators  voted  to  invoke  the  War  Powers  Resolution  on  Iran—six out  of  fifty 
Republicans. The remainder calculated that their primary electoral constituencies favor 
loyalty to the president over constitutional assertion. A senator who answered to a state 
legislature rather than a partisan primary electorate would face a different calculation. 
The state has a sovereign interest in the war-making power. The primary electorate has 
a partisan interest in presidential loyalty. Those produce different votes.

The senators who voted against the War Powers resolution are not cowards. They are 
rational  actors  operating  within  the  incentive  structure  created  by  the  17th 
Amendment.  The original Senate design would have produced different incentives. 
Whether  it  would  have  produced  a  different  vote  on  this  specific  question  is  not 
provable. That it would have changed the calculation is a structural fact.

The Bondi Subpoena: Defied Without Consequence

Former  Attorney  General  Pam  Bondi  defied  a  bipartisan  Senate  subpoena.  She 
subsequently departed the position. The reason given publicly by President Trump on 
Truth Social was praise, not cause: “Pam Bondi is a Great American Patriot and a loyal 
friend, who faithfully served as my Attorney General over the past year.” He gave no 
stated reason for her departure. The subpoena she defied remains legally binding. The 
Senate has not enforced it. Senator Tillis said publicly that the Comey prosecution “sets 
a fairly low bar that we’re going to regret.” He then sat down. An institution that issues 
subpoenas it will not enforce has surrendered one of its primary oversight mechanisms 
without a constitutional amendment.

SOURCING NOTE — WHY THE INSTRUMENT REJECTS THE ANONYMOUS ATTRIBUTION:  Multiple 
news organizations reported that Bondi was fired for being insufficiently aggressive in pursuing 
the president’s political opponents. Every one of those reports cited anonymous sources. No 
named  source,  no  primary  document,  and  no  on-the-record  statement  from  anyone  in  the 
administration supports that characterization. The only primary-source statement in the public 
record is Trump’s own Truth Social post, which praised Bondi without providing any reason for 
her departure. The grand jury standard this instrument applies requires more than a single 
anonymous claim — or  multiple  outlets  repeating the  same anonymous claim — to  treat  a 
characterization as an established fact. Multiple outlets citing the same anonymous source is not 
independent corroboration; it is an amplification of a single unverified account. The instrument 
has documented this dynamic separately in the monotone megaphone analysis. Applying the 
standard here: the reason for Bondi’s departure is not established in the public record. The 
instrument records what it can document. Where the record is silent, the instrument is silent. That 
discipline is the instrument’s integrity — applied without exception, including when the omission 
reduces the force of an otherwise valid analytical point.

The King’s Visit as Illustration

Charles III visited the United States this week and produced eleven bipartisan standing 
ovations in the chamber where senators cannot agree on a quorum call. The room that 
cannot enforce its own subpoenas responded to a foreign monarch with sustained 
bipartisan applause. The original Senate, at its best, performed a function similar to that 
provided by the monarchy in the British system: a deliberative space above immediate 
factional combat. The starvation for that space, visible in the eleven ovations, is the 
measurement of what the 17th Amendment cost.



Stage 3 — Friction Removal: The 17th Amendment is the foundational Friction Removal event  
in the CVA framework. It did not merely change how senators are selected. It changed what 
senators are. A directly elected senator is constitutionally identical in kind to a directly  
elected representative.  The deliberative  insulation  that  was  the  Senate’s  constitutional  
function  is  gone.  The  Senate  of  2026 is  a  second combustion  chamber,  not  a  cooling  
mechanism.

III.  THE HOUSE
   Oversight, Fraud, and the One Branch Actually Working

The House Oversight Committee this week released its interim staff report: “The Cost of 
Doing Nothing: How Tim Walz and Keith Ellison Fueled Minnesota’s Fraud Explosion.” 
The five-hour hearing that  accompanied the release devolved into multiple yelling 
matches. It was also the most substantive oversight hearing of the week.

The documented findings: Governor Tim Walz and Attorney General Keith Ellison were 
aware of credible fraud concerns in federally funded social services programs as early 
as  2019.  They  possessed  legal  and  procedural  authority  to  suspend  or  terminate 
payments. They repeatedly failed to act. An estimated $250-350 million in federal child 
nutrition funds and potentially $9 billion in Medicaid-related funds were lost or placed 
at  significant  risk.  State  agencies  cited  fears  of  lawsuits,  accusations  of  racial 
discrimination, and negative public scrutiny as reasons for not halting payments after 
concerns  surfaced.  The  fraud  scaled  unchecked  while  the  oversight  apparatus 
calculated political costs.

Federal raids executed this week in the Minneapolis area, covering 22 search warrants 
across multiple daycares, businesses, and homes, represent the operational phase of an 
investigation that has now reached into 14 separate Minnesota-linked programs. The 
Vice  President  has  stated  that  the  total  fraud  may  reach  $19  billion.  California 
investigation  opened.  The  scale  of  the  fraud,  if  the  preliminary  estimates  hold, 
represents the largest domestic social program fraud in American history.

The CVA records without faction: the fraud was real. The oversight failure was real. The 
subsequent federal response, which included immigration enforcement operations that 
arrested 3,700 people, of whom fewer than 3 percent had Somali heritage, and none had 
ties to Feeding Our Future, conflated a genuine fraud investigation with a population-
wide enforcement action. Both things are documentable. The instrument records both.

Stage 7 — Weaponized Institutions: The Minnesota fraud case illustrates Stage 7 operating in  
both directions simultaneously. The fraud itself — enabled by an oversight apparatus that  
declined  to  act  for  fear  of  political  consequences  —  is  an  institutional  failure  of  the 
progressive direction. The immigration enforcement response — which targeted a population 
broadly rather than the fraud’s documented participants — is an institutional overreach of 
the executive direction. Both entries go in the record.

IV.  THE KING
   What a Non-Factional Institution Can Do

Charles III completed his four-day state visit to the United States this week. The CVA 
filed a full analytical document on the visit, available to Spartiate subscribers as part of 
the Issue 004 research series. The summary finding belongs in the weekly record.



The visit produced eleven bipartisan standing ovations in the House chamber. The same 
chamber where members have come to blows in living memory, where the decorum of 
deliberation has been systematically degraded over thirty years, responded to a foreign 
monarch  with  sustained,  genuine,  cross-partisan  applause.  The  chamber  laughed 
together at Oscar Wilde. It was moved together by the 9/11 reference. It stood together 
when Charles invoked the Magna Carta and the principle that power must answer to 
law.

The analytical finding is not that Charles is a great man, though he may be. It is that the 
room was starving for  something he offered:  a  moment  of  shared membership  in 
something larger than the faction. He was not asking the chamber to agree with each 
other.  He was asking them to agree that they are both heirs to a tradition worth 
defending. They could do that. The starvation for that offer, visible in eleven standing 
ovations, is the measurement of what the American political system lacks.

The monarchy has survived the English Civil War, two world wars, the collapse of the 
empire,  the abdication crisis,  and the current era of social  media.  It  has survived 
because it performs a specific constitutional function: holding open a deliberative space 
above factional combat that no elected institution can occupy. The American republic 
has tried to perform that function through constitutional culture: the document as the 
sacred text,  the founders as secular saints.  The composite  score of  67 is  partly a 
measure of how much of that constitutional culture remains functional.

“Who we always wanted to be. And who we really are.”  — Health of the Republic 
tagline

Stage 2 — Transmission Failure: The King’s visit illustrated both the starvation and its cause.  
The original Senate was designed to perform a function similar to  that of the monarchy: 
deliberative insulation above immediate factional passions. The 17th Amendment removed it. 
What Charles provided for four days, the American system no longer provides institutionally. 
The eleven ovations are not admiration for the monarchy. They are recognition of a function 
the republic has lost.

V.  THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
   What the Record Actually Shows

The CVA filed a full  analytical  document on the Department of  Justice this  week, 
available in the Issue 004 research series. The summary record for the composite is 
drawn from documented primary sources: Trump’s own public statements, court filings, 
congressional records, and on-the-record official actions. Where the record is silent, the 
instrument says so.

The Bondi Departure

On April 2, 2026, President Trump posted on Truth Social that Attorney General Pam 
Bondi would transition to a private-sector role. His public statement: “Pam Bondi is a 
Great American Patriot and a loyal friend, who faithfully served as my Attorney General 
over the past year. Pam did a tremendous job overseeing a massive crackdown in Crime 
across our Country, with Murders plummeting to their lowest level since 1900. We love 
Pam, and she will be transitioning to a  much-needed and important new job in the 
private sector, to be announced at a date in the near future.”

Trump gave no public reason for the departure. The private sector role has not been 
announced. Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche, who served as Trump’s personal 
criminal  defense  attorney  through  multiple  federal  cases  before  joining  the 
administration, was named acting attorney general. No permanent replacement has 



been nominated or confirmed. The reason for the departure is not established in the 
public record. The instrument records what is documented and stops there.

What  is  documented  independent  of  the  departure’s  cause:  Bondi  had  defied  a 
bipartisan Senate subpoena. That subpoena remains legally binding. The Senate has 
taken no action to compel compliance.

The Comey Indictment

A second federal indictment was filed against former FBI Director James Comey for an 
Instagram photograph of seashells arranged to read ‘86 47.” The charge: a credible 
threat against the president’s life. The indictment is a public court document. The 
timing is documented from the public record: filed three days after the Washington 
Hilton assassination attempt. The photograph is on public record. The charge is on file 
in federal court. These are primary source facts.

Timing is the analytical variable for the instrument scores. The administration chose to 
file this charge three days after an actual attempt on the president’s life. The instrument 
does  not  speculate  about  intent.  It  records  the  sequence and scores  the  ambient 
permission structure in which the charge was filed.

The FCC and ABC Licenses

The FCC moved to review ABC broadcast licenses following Jimmy Kimmel’s “expectant 
widow” joke about the president. The FCC proceeding is a documented regulatory 
action. The joke is on public record. The timing is documented. The instrument scores 
the sequence: a comedy monologue about the president’s age, referenced three days 
before a shooting, license review initiated in the aftermath. The sequence is the record. 
The instrument stops there.

Stage 7 — Weaponized Institutions: Every entry scored in this section is drawn from primary  
sources: Trump’s own Truth Social post, the Comey court filing, the FCC proceeding, and the 
documented public timeline. The reason for Bondi’s departure is absent from the scored  
record because it  is  absent from the public record.  The instrument scores what it  can  
document.  Where  the  record  is  silent,  the  instrument  is  silent.  That  discipline  is  the  
instrument’s integrity.

VI.  THE PROTEST
   May Day: 600 Nodes and the Institutional Mechanism

May Day 2026 produced 600 coordinated protest nodes across the United States. The 
aerial photography confirms simultaneous activation across major population centers. 
The  organizational  infrastructure  visible  in  the  imagery,  including  pre-printed 
materials,  professional  coordination,  and media  positioning,  is  not  consistent  with 
purely organic mobilization.

The most analytically significant element is the activation mechanism: school systems in 
multiple states coordinated closures and released teachers and staff to participate. The 
use of educational institutions as protest mobilization infrastructure represents a Stage 
4 entry: the vocabulary of civic engagement deployed through institutions designed to 
transmit constitutional values, now transmitting factional mobilization instead.

The CVA applies the PDAP (Public Demonstration Assessment Protocol) to all significant 
protest activity,  regardless of faction. The May Day events score across five axes: 
constitutional framework invoked, organizational origin, scope of demands, conduct, 
and ideological architecture. The full PDAP scoring is available to Spartiate subscribers 
in the Issue 004 research series.



The  summary  finding:  the  civic  energy  is  real.  Large  numbers  of  Americans  are 
genuinely alarmed about the constitutional direction of the current administration. The 
alarm is not manufactured. The organizational infrastructure channeling that alarm 
includes  networks  with  documented  foreign  ideological  connections  and  opaque 
funding structures. Both things are simultaneously true. The instrument records both 
without resolving the tension in either direction.

Stage  4  —  Vocabulary  Capture:  The  phrase  “No  Kings”  correctly  invokes  founding 
constitutional language. The founders were themselves anti-monarchical. But the specific  
demands being made under that vocabulary — Electoral College elimination, administrative  
state preservation, Supreme Court expansion — include positions the founders specifically  
warned against.  Constitutional  vocabulary deployed in  the  service of  anti-constitutional 
outcomes is Stage 4 at its most efficient.

VII.  THE SUPREME COURT
   The Term That Will Define the Decade

The CVA filed a full analytical document on the Supreme Court’s 2025-26 term this 
week. The summary record:

Learning Resources v. Trump, 6-3: The IEEPA tariff regime struck down as exceeding 
statutory  authority—the first  significant  judicial  constraint  on  executive  economic 
power in the current term. The administration accepted the ruling. The constitutional 
system functioned at this point.

Louisiana  v.  Callais,  6-3:  The  Voting  Rights  Act’s  preclearance  mechanism  was 
effectively gutted. Florida redrew its congressional maps within one hour of the ruling. 
One hour. The speed of the response reflects preparation; the maps were drawn before 
the ruling, in anticipation of the signal. The instrument records the hour.

The birthright citizenship case: Trump attended the oral argument in person, the first 
president to do so in the modern era. The 14th Amendment has provided birthright 
citizenship for 158 years. The oral argument suggests that at least some justices are 
open to narrowing it. The June window will tell.

The TPS cases: 1.3 million people with temporary protected status whose status was 
revoked await a June decision on whether they can remain in the United States. The 
scale of the human consequences has no recent parallel in immigration jurisprudence.

Justice Alito’s statement that “This made us targets of assassination” belongs in the 
composite record.  The  Supreme Court's  237-year immunity from targeted political 
violence ended in June 2022. The CVA has filed a full historical analysis: from 1789 
through the Field assassination attempt of 1889, through the 400 percent increase in 
judicial  death  threats  from  2016  to  2021, through  the  Kavanaugh  attempt.  Not 
causation. Illustration. The institution’s immunity was not armor. It was the product of 
an evolving political environment.

Stage 7 — Weaponized Institutions: The Supreme Court is the last structurally independent  
institution in the CVA framework. The VRA ruling, the birthright citizenship argument, and  
the TPS cases represent the Court operating as a political actor — not because the justices  
are corrupt, but because the cases before them are inherently political and the perception of 
the Court has become partisan in both directions. June 2026 is the next major composite  
measurement event.

VIII.  NATO
   The Alliance That Held for 80 Years



The Stockholm International  Peace Research Institute  released its  annual  military 
spending data this week. The finding is the clearest single illustration of how the Iran 
war has restructured the Western alliance: U.S. defense spending declined 7.5 percent 
in 2025. European defense spending rose approximately 14 percent, the fastest regional 
increase ever recorded. Europe now collectively spends $864 billion on defense. The 
United States is spending less while demanding more.

Spain refused to allow its bases and airspace for Iranian operations. A leaked Pentagon 
email revealed consideration of “suspending” Spain from NATO, a legally impossible 
action under the treaty but a politically legible signal. Trump called NATO a “paper 
tiger” after the alliance declined to support the Iran operation. NATO is considering 
canceling its annual summit. The secretary-general told reporters he can see Trump’s 
frustration with some allies.

The analytical framing: NATO allies agreed at The Hague last year to 5 percent of GDP 
defense spending by 2035, Trump’s ask. They are in the process of meeting it. European 
defense spending is  at  its  highest  level  since the Cold War.  The United States  is 
simultaneously  reducing  its  own  defense  spending  and  demanding  more  allied 
contributions to a war, the Iran operation, that was not a collective decision and that 
several allies have explicitly declined to support.

The  primary concern is structural: the NATO treaty provides for collective defense 
against an attack on a member state. Iran did not attack a NATO member state. The 
United States launched offensive military operations against Iran and then expected 
allied bases,  airspace,  and logistical  support  for  an operation the alliance did not 
authorize, and some members actively opposed. Spain’s refusal, under this reading, is 
not defection from the alliance. It is an application of the treaty’s actual terms.

Stage 8 — Stasis: The NATO fracture is Stage 8 in the international register. Two factions — 
the United States insisting on allied support for its unilateral military operations, European  
allies insisting that unilateral operations do not trigger alliance obligations — each believes 
they are applying the correct reading of the alliance’s founding documents. Both have textual 
support. Neither can accept the other’s position without abandoning their own. That is the  
definition of Stasis applied to a treaty structure.

IX.  VENEZUELA
   The First Flight and the First Deal

Two things happened in the same 24-hour window that tell  the story of American 
Venezuela policy more precisely than any official statement:

April 30, 2026: American Airlines Flight 3599 departed Miami International Airport at 
10:11 AM, the first direct commercial flight between the United States and Venezuela in 
seven years. At the departure gate: Venezuelan flags, balloons in the national colors, 
arepas,  and  music.  Trump’s  energy  adviser  Jarrod  Agen  was  on  board.  The  U.S. 
Transportation Secretary called it “a critical milestone in strengthening the United 
States  relationship  with  Venezuela  and  unleashing  economic  opportunity  in  both 
countries.” Miami’s Venezuelan diaspora community, the largest in the United States, 
filled much of the available space.

May 1, 2026: The Venezuelan government signed agreements with Hunt Overseas Oil 
Company and Crossover Energy to operate in the Orinoco Belt, Venezuela’s prime heavy 
crude province. The deals were signed in the presence of Jarrod Agen, who arrived on 
the inaugural flight—the same trip.



The human story is genuine. Families separated for seven years  are  reconnecting. 
Venezuelans who spent full days in layovers, connecting to flights that would have taken 
three hours direct. One passenger: “I had been waiting for this flight for years.” That is 
real. It belongs in the record alongside the oil deal that was signed the morning after the 
plane landed.

The  sequencing  is  not  accidental.  The  commercial  normalization  and  the  energy 
extraction agreements were a coordinated single operation. Agen flew down as the 
diplomatic signal and signed the oil contracts as the economic harvest. The Panama 
1989 to Panama 1990 sequence compressed into four months: January 3, Maduro was 
removed, April 30, the first commercial flight landed, and May 1, the first oil deal was 
signed.

Venezuela holds the world’s largest proven oil reserves. Before the January operation, 
only Chevron was authorized to operate there. Now Hunt, Crossover, Eni, Repsol, BP, 
and, reportedly, ExxonMobil and ConocoPhillips are moving in. Trump announced at the 
State of the Union that the United States had received 80 million barrels of Venezuelan 
oil  from its “new friend and partner.” The acting government of Delcy Rodriguez, 
Maduro’s former vice president, has shown no indication that it will hold free elections. 
The Interior Minister said this week: “The revolutionary forces will be prepared to win.”

“President Trump is a man of action, and what you're seeing today is action  
taking place.”  — Jarrod Agen, Trump Energy Adviser, after disembarking AA3599, 
Caracas.

Stage 5 / Stage 7: The Venezuela sequence illustrates the executive branch operating at speed 
in a domain where Congress has no effective check. The military operation in January had no 
congressional  authorization.  The  commercial  normalization  has  no  congressional  
framework. The oil deals have no congressional oversight structure. The aircraft that carried 
the energy adviser and the oil contracts that were signed the next morning are the operating 
picture of an executive branch that has fully absorbed the war-making, deal-making, and  
commercial functions that the constitutional design distributed across three branches.

X.  THE FIRST FLIGHT
   Artemis II: Humans at the Moon

April 1-11, 2026: NASA astronauts Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover, and Christina Koch, 
along with Canadian Space Agency astronaut Jeremy Hansen, completed a ten-day 
journey that took them 252,756 miles from Earth, the first humans beyond low Earth 
orbit since Apollo 17 in December 1972, more than fifty years.

The Orion spacecraft, named Integrity by the crew, executed a lunar flyby on April 6. 
The crew captured more than 7,000 images of the lunar surface and a solar eclipse 
viewed from lunar distance. Splashdown occurred on April 10 off the coast of San Diego, 
the first Navy recovery since the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project in 1975. All  four crew 
members walked off the recovery ship under their own power.

The  mission  occurred  in  the  same  two-week  window  as  the  Washington  Hilton 
assassination attempt. The republic sent four human beings to the vicinity of the Moon 
and nearly lost its president to an armed man with a shotgun in the same fortnight. Both 
things are part of the same week’s analytical record. The CVA scores the proximity to 
failure  thresholds.  It  also  records  what  the  republic  is  still  capable  of  when  its 
institutional machinery is working.

The  NASA  administrator’s  statement  noted  that  the  mission  demonstrated 
“extraordinary skill, courage, and dedication” and that “focus now turns confidently 
toward Artemis III and preparing to return to the lunar surface.” The Lunar Gateway 



program was canceled in March 2026. The Moon program continues. The institutional 
capacity  to  do  extraordinary  things  remains  present  in  the  republic.  The  political 
capacity  to  maintain  the  conditions  that  enable  extraordinary  things  is  what  the 
composite measures.

Baseline Reference:  Artemis II  is  not a CVA scoring event.  It  is  a baseline reference — 
documentation that the republic’s institutional capacity for achievement remains present  
even as the composite rises. The founders’ design produces both. The instrument records  
both.

XI.  THE BIG FRAUD
   Minnesota to California: The Scale of the Failure

The Feeding Our Future case, identified by the Biden Justice Department as the largest 
pandemic relief fraud scheme in American history, has expanded into something larger. 
What began as $250-350 million in confirmed child nutrition fraud has grown, through 
federal investigations of 14 linked Minnesota social programs, to preliminary estimates 
suggesting that more than half of the $18 billion in Medicaid funds disbursed since 2018 
may have been fraudulent. The Vice President says $19 billion. The acting U.S. Attorney 
said at least half of the Medicaid total is at risk.

As of this week, 63 of 79 indicted defendants  have been convicted. 57 through plea 
agreements. 7 were found guilty at trial, including Aimee Bock, the scheme’s organizer. 
Twenty-two federal search warrants were executed in the Minneapolis area this week. 
The House Oversight interim report released this week documents that Governor Walz 
and  Attorney  General  Ellison  were  aware  of  credible  fraud  by  2019  and  2020, 
respectively, possessed the authority to halt payments, and repeatedly failed to act.

The documented reason state officials gave for not halting payments: fear of lawsuits, 
fear of accusations of racial discrimination, and fear of negative public scrutiny. The 
oversight  apparatus  calculated  political  costs  and  allowed  documented  fraud  to 
continue and scale for years. The population most harmed, the children the nutrition 
programs were designed to serve, was harmed by the fraud and then harmed again by 
the immigration enforcement response that targeted their community broadly.

The California investigation has opened. The Vice President has suggested California 
may  be  next.  The  pattern  is  not  unique  to  Minnesota:  federal  pandemic  funding 
distributed faster than oversight mechanisms could track, oversight officials declining 
to act on documented concerns for political reasons, and fraud scaling to billions. It is 
the operating picture of a federal social spending apparatus that grew faster than its 
accountability  infrastructure and whose political  oversight  declined to  exercise  its 
authority.

Stage 7 — Weaponized Institutions: The fraud and the federal response illustrate Stage 7 from 
two directions.  The state oversight apparatus that declined to enforce its authority for  
political reasons is institutional dereliction. The federal enforcement response that conflated 
a targeted fraud investigation with broad immigration enforcement against a community is  
institutional  overreach.  Both are Stage 7 entries.  The instrument records both without  
resolving which is worse, because both caused real harm to real people.

CVA COMPOSITE SCORING — ISSUE 004
Three analytical planes: Thucydides (past), Madison (origin), de Tocqueville (external baseline)

Stage 2 — Transmission Failure   Score: 72  ↑ +2



Educational decline is documented in the Coleman Report suppression and 60-year flat NAEP 
scores. Civic knowledge is at a historical low. The May Day activation of school systems as protest  
infrastructure is Stage 2 in institutional form: the transmission mechanism repurposed for 
factional mobilization.

Stage 3 — Friction Removal   Score: 68  → stable
The 17th Amendment’s consequences are fully visible in this week’s Senate record. Six War 
Powers votes out of fifty. Bondi subpoena unenforced. The cooling mechanism is gone. The 
National Popular Vote Interstate Compact is at 77 percent of the threshold for functional 
Electoral College elimination.

Stage 4 — Vocabulary Capture   Score: 76  ↑ +3
The Comey seashell indictment and Kimmel FCC threat represent Stage 4 operating at maximum 
efficiency; the word “threat” redefined in the highest-permission-structure window of the year. 
The full vocabulary series is documented in the Issue 004 research papers.

Stage 5 — Demagogue Replacement   Score: 71  → stable
Executive operating tempo continues above historical baseline. War powers, trade, immigration, 
and foreign policy are all operating as executive functions with minimal legislative engagement. 
Both parties are optimizing for base mobilization over constitutional function.

Stage 7 — Weaponized Institutions   Score: 74  ↑ +3
DOJ weaponization week: Bondi fired, Blanche installed, Comey indicted for seashells, FCC 
threatening broadcast licenses, Fauci deputy charged. Minnesota fraud enforcement conflates 
investigation targets with the population. Both directions scored.

Stage 8 — Stasis   Score: 69  ↑ +2
Two factions, each half right, each willing to destroy constitutional architecture to defend their 
half. 600 protest nodes vs. DOJ enforcement. NATO allies vs. the US on Iran authorization: dual 
legitimacy claims, vocabulary without constitutional substance, factional certainty overwhelming 
deliberative capacity.

COMPOSITE: 67  (+4 from Issue 003)
Next critical measurement event: June 2026 SCOTUS opinion window

COB ASSESSMENT
Joseph Bruns, Principal Investigator

This is the most analytically dense single week in the CVA’s short history. Eleven 
sections. A dozen research documents. A composite that moved four points in seven 
days.

The week produced three firsts. The first commercial flight between the United States 
and Venezuela in seven years. The first oil deals signed by American companies in post-
Maduro Venezuela. The first humans beyond low Earth orbit since 1972. Three firsts in 
one week: two of them in domains where the executive branch is operating without a 
congressional  framework,  one of  them the most  extraordinary achievement  of  the 
American scientific and engineering enterprise in a generation.

A foreign king produced more bipartisan unity in a single afternoon than the Senate has 
managed in the last two years. The chamber that cannot enforce its own subpoenas 
stood eleven times for a man whose country the founders separated from by revolution. 
They were not applauding the monarchy. They were recognizing a function their own 
institution was designed to perform but can no longer.

The vocabulary series this week established findings that the prior analysis had not fully 
drawn. Trump calling for opponents to be arrested and tried is calling on the state, not 
the mob; Stage 7 material, not mob activation. The Democratic ecosystem deploying 
“fascist” and “Hitler” against one target across hundreds of officials and millions of 
amplifiers is calling no governmental mechanism; it activates historical mob instruction 



directly to whoever is listening. Both alarming. The mechanism of alarm differs. The 
volume of the anti-Trump register exceeds the Trump counter-register by an order of 
magnitude. The instrument records all of it.

The Schumer entry remains the most serious and least covered statement in the full 
Democratic operational record. Named targets. Physical threat register. Delivered to a 
crowd on the steps of the building where the named targets were working. The Chief 
Justice called it dangerous in 2020. Two years later, an armed man arrived at one of the 
named justices’ homes at 1 AM. The Supreme Court's 237-year immunity from targeted 
political  violence  ended  in  June  2022.  Not  causation.  Illustration.  The  ambient 
permission structure changed. The immunity ended.

The opening essay of this issue traced the 60-year journey from the 1963 peak to the 
composite of 67. The republic did not arrive here this week. The week’s events are the 
current readings on a journey that began before most of the people reading this were 
paying attention. The repair, if it comes, requires understanding how far back the roots 
go.

The founders’ design still bears the load at 67. The composite is not 100. The institutions 
are stressed, not broken. The Court ruled against the executive on tariffs, and the 
executive complied. That is the system working at the margin. It is worth saying.

But the composite moves upward. The direction is not ambiguous. The June window, 
covering SCOTUS on birthright citizenship and TPS, the Iran War Powers deadline 
already passed, and the midterm cycle beginning, will tell us how far.

Tell. Tell. Follow the law. Tell.
The instrument measures the distance. The repair is yours.

ISSUE 004 RESEARCH SERIES
Available to Spartiate subscribers at healthoftherepublic.com

The following analytical documents were produced in connection with Issue 004. Each 
is available in full to Spartiate subscribers. This newsletter summarizes the findings. 
The  full  evidentiary  record,  source  citations,  and  scoring  methodology  are  in  the 
research series.

•  The King’s Gambit: A CVA Analysis of the Charles III State Visit

•  Vengeance Masquerading as Justice: The DOJ Week of April 28, 2026

•  The Court That Holds the Load: SCOTUS 2025-26 Term Analysis

•  The Third Attempt — Revised: What You Say. When You Said It.

•  The Vocabulary of Violence: Three-Tier Framework, Revised Edition

•  The Vocabulary of Violence: Final Analysis — Who Trump Is Calling To Act

•  The Last Wall: 237 Years of Judicial Immunity. Then Kavanaugh.

Joseph Bruns
Principal Investigator
Health of the Republic — Civic Viability Assessment
healthoftherepublic.com
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